
By Paula Dobriansky

Some media critics and foreign policy
pundits have accused the Bush administra-
tion of indifference to the plight of Iraqi
refugees. Their criticism is unfounded.

We are fully aware that Iraq is facing a
major humanitarian challenge—approxi-
mately 1.8 million Iraqis
have fled to neighboring
countries and another two
million are displaced inter-
nally. We are committed,
along with the Iraqi govern-
ment and the international
community, to helping all of
them.

Iraqi refugees fleeing per-
secution at home is not new.
This is a fact worth emphasizing. During
Saddam Hussein’s brutal dictatorship, mil-
lions of Iraqis sought asylum, protection
and refuge. After Saddam’s fall, hundreds
of thousands of them returned to Iraq,
with assistance from the United States.
Tragically, since the bombing of the Sa-
marra Mosque in February 2006, we have
witnessed a significant number of Iraqis
fleeing their homes because of overall inse-
curity, increased sectarian violence and, in
some cases, their association with the U.S.

We believe that the best and most dura-
ble solution to the Iraqi refugee problem
is to foster stable and secure conditions in
Iraq, enabling the vast majority of Iraqis
to return home. To that end, both the Coa-
lition and Iraqi government authorities
are determined to defeat extremist forces
that seek to plunge Iraq into chaos. The
plans of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki
and President Bush to stem violence and

bolster security in Baghdad, in addition to
serving a variety of important strategic
goals, are therefore a necessary ingredient
in the long-term resolution of the Iraqi ref-
ugee situation.

In the meantime, our key objective is to
provide humanitarian relief to displaced
Iraqis. The Iraq Refugee and Internally Dis-

placed Persons (IDP) Task
Force, established by Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza
Rice, is identifying key needs
and prioritizing available as-
sistance to reach the most vul-
nerable. And progress has
been made. The administra-
tion is working closely with
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt
and Turkey to support assis-

tance efforts across the region. In March,
Assistant Secretary for Population, Refu-
gees and Migration Ellen Sauerbrey visited
the area and Task Force members will
travel to the region repeatedly to further
this cooperation.

The United States has also strongly
supported the efforts of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) António Guterres. To date, the
U.S. has funded 30% of UNHCR’s $60 mil-
lion Iraq appeal and intends to fund an ad-
ditional $100 million in assistance. This
new U.S. spending is on top of the $192.7
million previously allocated for these vital
efforts, with another $45 million re-
quested for fiscal year 2007. The Iraqi gov-
ernment, itself, has also stepped forward.
Iraq’s Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari
spoke movingly at an April UNHCR confer-
ence on Iraqi refugees in Geneva, reassur-
ing key regional interlocutors and an-
nouncing a $25 million assistance pro-
gram for displaced Iraqis.

While the vast majority of displaced Ira-
qis want to return home, third-country re-
settlement is the best solution for some of

the most vulnerable people, especially
those who have worked for the U.S. govern-
ment in Iraq. These individuals served the
cause of freedom with dedication and
honor. They saved countless American and
Iraqi lives and, because of this, are often
targeted by insurgents. The U.S. is firmly
committed to helping these brave people
and all Iraqi refugees. We are assisting the
UNHCR in expanding its capacity and ar-
ranging faster refugee resettlement. Mean-
while, Department of Homeland Security
personnel are conducting interviews with
vulnerable refugees in Jordan, Turkey and
Syria. Significantly, we have finalized secu-
rity protocols enabling us to expedite the
resettlement of Iraqi refugees in the U.S.

While striving to use existing laws, the
administration has also asked Congress to
pass Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) legisla-
tion providing enhanced resettlement op-
portunities to Iraqis who have worked for
the U.S. government in Iraq. We are work-
ing closely with leading House and Senate
Democrats and Republicans and welcome
the goals set out in legislation that is mov-
ing in Congress. The legislation, which was
introduced by Sens. Ted Kennedy and Rich-
ard Lugar, among others, would expand ex-
isting law to allow as many as 1,000 inter-
preters who are working for the depart-
ments of Defense or State in either Iraq or
Afghanistan to access the SIV program
over the next two years.

We will continue to work tirelessly with
Congress, Iraq and its neighbors and with
the international community at large to en-
sure that displaced Iraqis receive needed
protection and assistance. At the same
time, our goal remains to build a more sta-
ble and prosperous Iraq, one that allows
all Iraqis the freedom and opportunity to
return home in peace and security.

Ms. Dobriansky is the U.S. undersecretary
of state for democracy and global affairs.

By Rebiya Kadeer

Nothing compares to a mother’s pain
when her children are suffering. The an-
guish is even greater when the suffering is
designed as an act of retaliation by a vin-
dictive government determined to punish
those who speak out against its egregious
human-rights violations.

Upon my release in 2005 after five
years in a Chinese prison, I was warned by
the Chinese authorities not to speak out
on human rights. I should not forget that I
had family in China, I was told.

The Chinese government certainly lived
up to its word. My family has been under
constant pressure from authorities and my
children have been repeatedly detained,
tortured or imprisoned. Now my son Ab-
likim Abdureyim has joined his youngest
brother Alim in prison. Ablikim received a
nine-year sentence from a Chinese court
on charges of “instigating and engaging in
secessionist activities.”

The real reason for his conviction is my
human-rights activism on behalf of the 10
million Turkic Uighurs who live in China’s
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, the
former East Turkestan. Constantly being la-
beled terrorists for even the most modest
attempt to preserve their unique culture, eth-
nic background and Muslim faith, Uighurs in
Xinjiang continue to suffer under Beijing’s
repression and forced cultural assimilation.
China’s long and powerful arm prevents
them from finding safety in countries border-
ing Xinjiang, and Uighurs are harassed by
Chinese agents even in Europe and the U.S.

Ablikim’s arrest, detention, trial and
sentence were all in violation of China’s
Constitution: My son should have had ac-
cess to a lawyer; he did not. My son
should have had the right to a public trial;

yet no family member was allowed to at-
tend his trial or even notified of its exist-
ence. Numerous attempts to simply deter-
mine his condition were met with stone-
walling and frustration.

Unfortunately, mine is just one of count-
less Uighur families that have been devas-
tated by the Communist Party’s use of
vaguely defined “state
security crimes.” In
the same week,
and in the same
court that my
son was sen-
tenced to nine
years imprison-
ment, Uighur-
Canadian Hu-
seyin Celil was
sentenced to
life in prison
on charges of
“terrorist activi-
ties” and “plot-
ting to split the
country.” No evi-
dence against Mr.
Celil was made
public. In addition,
Beijing acted in defi-
ance of international
law by refusing to ac-
knowledge his Canadian citizen-
ship and denying him consular
assistance.

In recent years, and especially
as the 2008 Beijing Olympics ap-
proach, Chinese leaders have repeat-
edly claimed progress on human rights.
President Hu Jintao has again and again
stressed the importance of respecting the
rule of law as a cornerstone of a new and
improved China. In a speech at Yale Univer-

sity last year he promised to “protect peo-
ple’s freedom, democracy and human rights
according to law.”

Yet true rule of law is still a foreign con-
cept in China, for any ethnic group, includ-
ing the majority Han Chinese. Imprisoning
its own people and stripping them of their
legal rights at the whim of the authorities is
just another way that the Chinese govern-
ment seeks to eliminate any form of dissent.
Polished political leaders in Beijing are eager
to say what they believe the world wants to
hear, while other government officials, par-
ticularly on the local level, routinely break

the laws of their own country. All
too often the interna-
tional community is
content to listen to
the false promises
of China’s politi-
cians and ignore the
miserable reality of
China’s human-rights
conditions.
China will only be-

come a great nation wor-
thy of world-wide respect
when it adheres to interna-
tional legal and human-
rights standards through-
out its territory, and can
guarantee those standards
to all its citizens. If Beijing
really wants to show the

world that it is serious about
improving its human-rights

record, releasing my two sons and
Huseyin Celil would be a good place

to start.

Ms. Kadeer is the president of the Uyghur
American Association and World Uyghur
Congress.

Vietnamese
‘Democracy’
In Action

Helping Iraq’s Refugees

Saddam
created a big
‘displacement’
problem of his

own.

Comments? The Journal welcomes read-
ers’ responses to all articles and editorials. It
is important to include your full name, ad-
dress and telephonenumber. Please send let-
ters to the editor to: Letters@WSJ.com

By Diem H. Do

The Vietnamese National Assembly elec-
tions on May 20 created a certain amount of
publicity because 875 candidates were vying
for only 500 seats—and 180 of those candi-
dates were “independents” not aligned with
the rulingCommunist Party. But of those run-
ning outside of the Party, 150 had secured its
approval before launching their candidacies.
Only 30“self-nominated” candidateswereal-
lowed to run.

For many months, the ruling Communist
Party in Vietnam promoted this vote as a
sign that the country is opening up politi-
cally. Party leader Nong Duc Manh said the
next National Assembly would perfect “the
socialist rule of lawof the people, by the peo-
ple and for the people.” No one actually be-
lieved any of this rhetoric, especially since
even independent candidates must be
screened by the party’s Fatherland Front be-
fore they can run. One thing, however, has
changed: Government and Party officials
were at greater pains to bill this election as a
sign of gradual democratic reform than they
have in any election for the past 20 years.
Why?

The answer is that the Communist Party
in Vietnam has embarked on a campaign to
change its image abroad. The end goal is for
the ruling elite to emerge as winners in what
appears to be a more democratic environ-
ment, despite the fact that it remains a ruth-
less dictatorship. Thus, it is quite possible
that within the next few years there will be a
supposedly multiparty election in Vietnam.
This last election can be viewed as a small
and early practice run for the regime.

But it will not be real democracy. The
clearest sign, if there were any doubt, is that
the latest election happened to coincidewith
the worst crackdown on political dissent
since Hanoi launched its doimoi, or “renova-
tion,” efforts 20years ago.One after another,
democracy activists have been sentenced to
years in prison simply because they advo-
cate for the right to choose the government
freely and fairly. Others are still awaiting
trial, accused of “plotting to overthrow the
government.” That charge can carry a death
sentence.

With the current crackdown, theVietnam-
ese democracy movement is facing both an
important challenge and a tremendous op-
portunity. The challenge is, first, to survive.
The Communist Party is trying to eradicate
all independent organizations, especially po-
litical parties. However, if themovement can
live through this crackdown for the next six
months, a year or even beyond that, then it
will be a turning point for true democratic
changes inside Vietnam.

After 32 years of continuous persecution,
the democracy movement in Vietnam re-
fuses to fade away. For the first time, the
movement no longer consists of individuals
but organized groups. Never before have the
communist authorities seen such a grass-
roots movement represented by so many in-
dependent political parties and organiza-
tions openly challenging their rule. Coupled
with increasing social discontent, especially
from the peasants and factory workers, the
desire inside the country for real changes in-
deed is stronger than ever before.

But the democracy movement also needs
help from the outside world. Free nations
can pressure Hanoi to immediately free all
dissidents who have been imprisoned and to
respect human rights, especially freedom of
speech. As more Vietnamese are bravely as-
serting their freedom of association, outside
non-governmental organizations can pro-
vide the experience and resources to nurture
the nascent civil society taking root.

At this critical juncture for the Vietnam-
ese people, it is important for the world not
to embrace a corrupt dictatorship but to look
beyond the lure of short-term interests. The
windof change is blowing inVietnamand the
international community can play a very im-
portant role in affecting the direction.

Mr. Do is the chairman of Viet Tan, an un-
derground political party in Vietnam.
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