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A Dumb Idea: 
Bauxite Mining in Vietnam

• What is bauxite? 

• The environmental impact

• India’s experience

• Hanoi government’s policy

• Tây Nguyên:  Vietnam’s 
Central Highlands

• What you can do



What is bauxite?

• The primary ore for producing aluminum

• Bauxite is processed through a toxic 
process into alumina, which is then 
converted into aluminum



How is bauxite mined?

Bauxite is mined in an open pit



How is bauxite processed?

bauxite + toxic chemicals + lots of electricity 
= alumina + waste product



How is bauxite processed?

• For every ton of alumina 
produced,  three tons of 
waste product is generated

• The waste (“red sludge”) is 
very hard to manage: harming 
the local eco-system and 
contaminating water supplies



Gravel to the Grave
India’s Experience



Orissa, India



Having considered bauxite mining part of its 
development strategy, India now faces harsh 

criticism due to devastation of the environment



The sun-baked sludge contains heavy metals and 
other pollutants, causing devastating impact on 
the environment and surrounding eco-systems



It is a soil that sustains no life; 
nothing survives, nothing grows 



Pollutants also seep into the ground water; 
bauxite dust from processing fills the air
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Bauxite mining in Vietnam

• “A major policy of the party 
and government”

• Costing $15.6 billion to 
construct bauxite facilities and 
supporting infrastructure

• Work has begun in two 
provinces, causing protests 
from scientific community and 
concerned citizens



Bauxite mining in Vietnam

• Low to negative economic benefit 
from an overall national standpoint

• Significant environmental risk

• Lack of a cleanup solution

• Heavy burden on many people

• National security concerns



Tây Nguyên
• Known as Vietnam’s Central 

Highlands

• Serves as an important 
watershed for the Mekong 
River and other rivers in 
southern part of Vietnam

• 5 provinces are home to 5 
million residents 

• Bauxite mining commenced 
in Dak Nong and Lam Dong 
provinces

Central Highlands

Lam 
Dong

Dak Nong



What’s at stake

The agricultural bounty of  Tây Nguyên

Tea

Coffee

Rubber



What’s at stake

The unique beauty of Tây Nguyên



What’s at stake

The rich biodiversity of Tây Nguyên



What’s at stake

The residents of Tây Nguyên



What’s at stake

The livelihood of Tây Nguyên



China’s encroaching presence: 
a threat to Vietnam’s national security 

• Ill-begotten scheme is 
another example of 
Hanoi government’s 
dependence on China

• China increasingly 
turning to Vietnam to 
whet its hunger for 
natural resources



What you can do

 Spread awareness



What you can do

Mobilize grassroots pressure against 
Vinacomin and Chinalco to exercise 
corporate social responsibility



What you can do

Support local NGOs and activists in 
Vietnam advocating for sound 
development policies



For more information

 www.viettan.org/savetaynguyen

 http://tinyurl.com/VTfacebook



Thank you
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