CHRIS HAYES MP

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR FOWLER / CHIEF OPPOSITION WHIP

In light of the dire human rights situation in Vietnam and the recent crackdown on
activists by the Vietnamese Government, | have joined with the Hon. Tim Wilson MP
to write to His Excellency Huong Nam Ngo, Ambassador of the Social Republic of

Vietnam, to raise our concern.

Accordingly, please find enclosed a copy of our letter and a petition, signed by
Labor, Liberal, Nationals, Greens and Independent parties of the House of
Representatives, urging the Viethamese Government to honour its commitments

under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
| trust this information is of assistance.

If | can be of further assistance with any matters concerning the Federal

Government, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Chris Hayes MP

Federal Member for Fowler
Chief Opposition Whip

E: www.facebook.com/chrishayesmp
1 November 2017




26 October 2017

His Excellency Ngo Huong Nam

Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Australia
PO Box 98

Mawson ACT 2607

Your Excellency

We express our deep concern regarding Vietnam’s human rights defenders, bloggers and
social activists who have been arrested and sentenced to lengthy prison sentences for
exercising their right to free expression.

This year alone, there have been more than 20 activists who have been arrested, exiled or
issued arrest warrants in one of the largest crackdowns to date. Many of these activists
have been charged under vague laws quoting national security such as “attempting to
overthrow the state” or “conducting propaganda against the state”

Many of these human rights defenders remain detained without trial. Prominent Vietnamese
human rights lawyer, Nguyen Van Dai, was arrested in December 2015 with no trial date set.
It is worrying that five of his colleagues, Pham Van Troi, Truong Minh Duc, Nguyen Bac
Truyen, Nguyen Trung Truc and Paster Nguyen Trung Ton were detained in July, all
accused of “attempting to overthrow the state”. Le Dinh Luong, an organiser within the
Catholic community who spoke up for affected fishermen of the Formosa toxic chemical spill,
was also detained within the same week.

Those who have been trialled this year have been sentenced to long prison terms of up to
ten years. Bloggers, Nguyen Ngoc Nhu Quynh, Tran Thi Nga and Nguyen Van Oai, were
sentenced in one day trials for discussing social injustices affecting those around them.

Earlier this year, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention noted that there
have been several cases brought before the Working Group in recent years and recognised
that the arbitrary deprivation of liberty of persons in Vietnam is a systematic and widespread
problem.

We urge the Vietnamese government to honour its commitments under the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights by immediately and unconditionally releasing human
rights defenders and citizen journalists mentioned above as well as, Can Thi Theu, Ho Duc
Hoa, Nguyen Dang Minh Minh, Nguyen Hoang Quoc Hung, Nguyen Van Hoa, Tran Huynh
Duy Thuc and Tran Thi Thuy.

As Vietnam'’s economy becomes more integrated within the international community, we
believe that sustainable economic and social development can only be achieved by
respecting freedoms and protecting those defending basic human rights.

A

Chris Hayés MP
Member for Fowler

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - PARLIAMENT HOUSE - CANBERRA



Name Electorate Signature
Surlon 818> | cunndaram | AR )
Srode Bior | Qomor Ly
/N, hael &Jm@ Melbowrne forts /W%\//
Avrnwy By A
Perer Khalil
R Miche] L
fnne. Alx{ Cowan %
T h/aﬁg 46[{r}’3ﬂ0( ”
DAD AN | Bakman |Gk R
P77 weocr | Sard U St
BRian mibtméne | Lfons (bt n
otz Caw | LHOR Pl ——
Tuulam v C RRUCle (/%@f
A()Mgﬁuéb’\- ME(SDIeR /)@QZ&\
fﬂn/\df&,d NS donison Ml_\/m
TETHEN {anNSB| (17 4] %
Arverola A9 | kugsion | =<
fndeed Leral | Founer e g
Claseg O'Nanl '&O*‘m (JQL_, ‘Ué{; ))
Z) Husre | il LUFAO
Shrne  Elmany] DBLAR | % N/@*
ChATez ¢ )L o 06 @A
72‘\%7&?(!%5&’_ S}u(d/me,u} 7 /\ <




Name Electorate Signature

Masria Vaorly oA | Ced e[ VNS
Ross wet Bass YT

Bane S’S‘O\n\.&u\ e ein A @M

f’f oty w&&w&@r\/ M @Cavft\uv //@AQ‘\:___

Josa Wiy sl A TV cl—-
Mitta) DI | oxtey (0 Mursh,'
) £ S Aussn) pﬁ%&flﬂ %WMA\
SHARON (LAY Do NELCASTLE 4% M
Madelin £ ing BUND, WH %/wm 4 fix_ -
4]4%/&] d&f feveun/ ﬁkj é) 6_70
Tony Lappia Makin Y sptyon

Mz'mz KE LY |RoeN MenAlp ///// 4%/
pa} (Oﬂfm{j Sl\or—“ar\j M

MATT TensTLE THwh T

KinGsFoR)  sMim

/%5‘4’/ A S

JUL/E  cwears PIRAI T C L

Am YnsDINOVAYY | €AY QERAA Qﬁj, it
J[M&M Svowdny) | diewl i1 Ar) ZAA~_.

Losoe osts | Bortgo | A —>

Jorri Butlyr 6/7 vﬁtﬁ 4 //EJVU &/ﬁfz
Stewmt. (3¢srqamal /-/m d maese

e, POl HerberT )Z;

Cucans Templesan Maccfva-né_ ) Q,D\,;L_J
tmma MBinds Doboel ,é%m\oQIl‘:%m

budee  Godb ne

Solovan

7%,%




Name Electorate Signature
/l i ‘ /)
ason Falmsini | Mackel(ar ,
STENE TeonS | SWAA N O~
CQma Kewayy Hucues WLL{
Tord Wbl | Cocom T,

—z

St 2ommetnsd o ATH Srone ﬂébz——
/AN GooDeENOUGH /MooRE L/ VW
ToHn 4 LEXADER | Fevwgcol/é— Jorlorf Getetimed]
JFoca /7757 Fon et e e
-Soz-m-’ Lewsn @@uw«m— ,ﬂ\ Zu/f
Gﬁonqe Chricbpces. | DANSON A A
Llew) LBRie) | wide Bar
A/ E/ M #oéf/w Pa(, &
LUK Cayerol/ /4—’4 K2
Kin) ©'Opuo | Fiqan) ¢
Dnpn Lrreereos Merson 7 P
AdesQa | Calae 5 e
Michelle Candrg | Capricornre M Loy
Damad Drum | Mugray Q)dg;@mﬂ
MDREW HASTIE | CANNING Tl
Toua wWitsod | godsTeE W [T\




Name

Electorate

Signature




