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BURMESE AND VIETNAMESE PRO-DEMOCRACY
AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS CALL FOR
NGUYEN VAN DAI'S RELEASE

22 January 2016

As the Vietnamese Communist Party gathers for its 12th Party Congress while many of
Vietnam’s human rights defenders remain jailed, we affirm that one-party authoritarian

rule has no place in Vietnamese society or in the international community. In the spirit

of regional solidarity, Burmese and Vietnamese pro-democracy and civil society organi-
zations have come together to call for the immediate release of prominent human rights
lawyer and blogger Nguyen Van Dai and his colleague Le Thu Ha.

Nguyen Van Dai is a long-time advocate for a multi-party democracy in Vietnam. In an
op-ed to the BBC, Dai wrote that “the path towards a multi-party system is the path that
must be taken for Vietnam to develop and democratize. Multi-party provides the institu-
tional mechanism for check and balance and prevents authoritarian regimes.”

Nguyen Van Dai founded the Center for Human Rights in Vietnam to promote civic
empowerment with programs aimed at expanding legal networks and building capacity
for future human rights defenders. In May 2013, Dai also founded the Brotherhood for
Democracy, a group of mostly former jailed dissidents to peacefully co-ordinate mobiliz-
ing efforts throughout the country.

Attorney Nguyen Van Dai and Ms. Le Thu Ha were arrested on December 16, 2015 on
charges of “conducting propaganda against the State” and are currently held incommuni-
cado at detention center B14 in Hanoi. Both have been denied access to legal counsel and
visitation rights. Prior to his arrest, Dai was subjected to prolonged surveillance and multi-
ple instances of severe physical assaults. Dai was previously arrested in 2007 on the same
charge and served a four year prison sentence.

Attorney Nguyen Van Dai’s work resonates with the many Vietnamese and Burmese who
believe that basic rights such as freedoms of expression and association should be respect-
ed by their governments.

We, the undersigned, call on the international community, including ASEAN, to demand
the immediate and unconditional release of Nguyen Van Dai, Le Thu Ha and all political
prisoners. As a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Hanoi must respect the basic rights of the
Vietnamese people.

Signatories

From Burma: o Brotherhood for Democracy (Hoi Anh Em Ddn Chii)
o Action Committee for Democracy Development o Civil Society Forum (Dién DPan Xa Hoi Dan Su)

« Equality Myanmar « Hoang Sa Football Club

» Generation Wave » No-U Saigon

o Human Rights Defenders Forum o Peoples Intellect (Dan Tri Viét)

o Human Rights Defenders and Promoters « Saigon Paper (Sai Gon Bdo)

» Human Rights Defenders Myingyan o Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam congregation

(Tang Boan Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Théng Nhdt)
o Viet Labor (Lao Djng Viét)
« Vietnam Path Movement (Con Dudng Viét Nam)

« Human Rights Educators Network
 Yangon Youth Network

From Vietnam: « Vietnam Political and Religious Prisoner Friendship

« Association to Protect Freedom of Religion Association
(Hoi Bdo Vé Quyén Ty Do Ton Gido) (Hbi Ai Hiiu Tit Nhan Chinh Tri va Ton Gido Viét Nam)
« Bach Déing Giang Foundation o Vietnamese Women for Human Rights

« Bau Bi Tuong Than Association (Hgi Phy Nit Nhan Quyén Viét Nam)
(Hoi Bdu Bi Tuong Than) o Viet Tan (Ddng Viét Tan)
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CACTO CHUC DAN CHU VA XA HOI DAN SY
MIEN DIEN VA VIET NAM CUNG KEU GOI
TRA TU DO CHO LUAT SU NGUYEN VAN PAI

Ngay 22 thang 1 nam 2016

Trong khi Pang Cong San Viét Nam bat dau cudc hop Pai Hoi Dang lan thi 12 thi nhiéu
nha ddu tranh cho nhan quyén Viét Nam van con bi giam cam. Trudc viéc nay chung toi
khang dinh rdng ché d¢ doc tai doc ddng khong c6 chd ding trong xa hoi Viét Nam hay
trén thé gidi.

Trong tinh than doan két trong viing, cac t6 chiic dan chu va xa hoi dan sy Mién Dién va
Viét Nam cting nhau kéu goi tha ngay lap ttic Luat su nhan quyén va blogger Nguyén Vin
Dai cung cong su cta 6ng la cd Lé Thu Ha.

Luét su Nguyén Vian Dai 1a moét nha ddu tranh cho tu do dan chu da dang lau nam tai Viét
Nam. Trong mot bai quan diém gtii cho BBC, 6ng viét rang “viéc xay dung ché d6 dan cha
da dang & Viét Nam la can thiét, 1a xu thé tat yéu ctia qud trinh phat trién xa hoi va cai
cach dan chu. Da dang sé tao ra co ché kiém sodat quyén luc, chdng lai doc tai doc doan”

Luét su Nguyén Van Dai thanh 1ap Trung Tam Nhan Quyén Viét Nam dé thac ddy xay
dung xa hoéi dan sy v6i nhiing chuong trinh nham mé rong mang ludi phap ly va xay luc
cho gidi hoat dong bao vé nhan quyén. Vao thang Nam 2013, Luat su Pai sang lap Hoi
Anh Em Dan Chu, bao gom nhiéu cyu ti nhan luong tdm va nha hoat dong dé phéi hgp
cac nd lyc ddu tranh 6n hoa khip noi tai Viét Nam.

Luét su Nguyén Van Dai va c¢6 Lé Thu Ha bi bat vao ngay 16 thang 12 nam 2015 vé tdi cdo
budc “tuyén truyén chong phd nha nudc” va hién dang bi biét giam tai nha giam B14 6 Ha
Noi. Ca hai déu bi tudc quyén gap luat su va ngudi than. Trude khi bi bat, Luét su Dai bi
theo do6i thudng xuyén va nhiéu lan bi hanh hung tan bao. Trudc d6 Luat su Dai tiing bi
bat gili vao ndm 2007, bi cdo budc véi cung tdi danh va bi an tu bén nam.

Hoat dong ctia Luat su Nguyén Van Dai dugc sy dong tinh ctia nhiéu ngudi Viét va Mién
Dién, khi tin rang cac quyén can ban nhu tu do ngdn luén va lap hoi phai dugc chinh
quyén ctia ho ton trong.

Chung t6i, nhiing t6 chiic ky tén dudi day, kéu goi cong dong qudc té, ké ca ASEAN, yéu
cau tha ngay l4p tic va vo diéu kién Luét su Nguyén Van Dai, c6 Lé Thu Ha va tat ca cac tu
nhén chinh tri. Khi da tham gia ky két Ban Tuyén Ngon Quoc Té Nhan Quyén va ICCPR,
Ha Noi phai ton trong cac quyén cin ban ctia ngudi dan Viét Nam.
Dong ky tén
o Action Committee for Democracy Development ~ « Bach Dang Giang Foundation

(Uy Ban Hanh Dong Xdy Dung Dan Chii) « Con Dudng Viét Nam
o Equality Myanmar o Dan Tri Viét

M- N D A Bw D 2
(Mién e inh Dang) « Dién Pan Xa Héi Dan Su
¢ Generation Wave « Péng Viét Tan

(Thé H¢ Con Séng)
« Human Rights Defenders Forum : Hoe‘lr}g SaFC

(Dién Pan ctia Gi6i Bao Vé Nhan Quyén) o Hoi Ai Hitu Tu Nhan Chinh Tri va Ton Gido Viét Nam
o Human Rights Defenders and Promoters + Hoi Anh Em Dan Cha

(Gidi Bdo Vé va C6 Xuy Nhan Quyén) « Hoi Bao Vé Quyén Tu Do Toén Gido
« Human Rights Defenders Myingyan  Hoi Bau Bi Tuong Than

(Gi6i Bao Vé Nhan Quyén Myingyan) « Hoi Phu N Nhan Quyén Viét Nam

o Lao Dong Viét

o No-U Sai Gon

« Sai Gon Béo

« Ting Doan Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Théng Nhat

» Human Rights Educators Network
(Mang Luéi Gido Duc Nhan Quyén)
« Yangon Youth Network
(Mang Luéi Tuéi Tré Yangon)



