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The Hon David Clarke MLC
LEGISLATIVE COUNCTL

12 October 2009

PrimeMinisterNguyenTan Dung
SocialistRepublicof Vietnam
HoangVan Thu Street
Ha Noi
VietNam

Dear PrimeMinister,

1 am writing this letter to respectfuJlyexpressmy grave concernregardingthe recent trial of
nine pro-democracyactivists, includingwriter NguyenXuan Nghia. university studentNgo
Quynh, fonner communistparty memberNguyenManhSon, essayistNguyenVan Tin, land
rigbtsactivistNguyenVan Tuc. electricianNguyenKimNhan,high schoolteacherVu Hung,
Poet TranDue Thachand engineerPhamVanTroL

They were chargedwith "propagandaagainstthe socialiststate", but in fact all they did was
to exercise their human rights by posting articles voicing their concern regarding the
government's handling of sovereigntydisputes and advocatehmnaI1rights and democracy.
Vietnam is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights where freedom of
expressionis a fundamentalright that allmemberStatesmust pledgeto respect.

As Vietnam is about to assume the presidencyof the United Nations Security Council, it
should demonstrate to the international community that it can maintain international
standardsby ceasingall persecutionsagainstcitizensfor peacefulpolitical expressionand to
respectbasic humanrights.

I urge you to considerVietnam's positionand to releaseaUpeacefuldemocracyactivists.
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The Hon. David Clarke MLC

Member of the NSW Legislative Council
Shadow Parliamentary Secretary to the N.S.W.
Shadow Attorney-General and Minister for Justice.
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