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The Bon David Clarke MLC
LEGISLATIVECOUNCIL

,
21 November 2007

The Hon.NguyenTan Dung
Prime Minister
SocialistRepublicof Vietnam
2 HoangVanThu Street
Hanoi,Vietnam

DearPrime Minister,

I havebeen contactedby manyof my constituentswhohave askedme to expressto you their
deepconcernsregardingthe recentarrestof a numberof membersand supportersof the Viet
Tan organisationwho havcbeen engagedin peacefulactivitiesin supportof politicaland
humanrights,

Included among those arrested and detained are:

· Dr NguyenQuoeQuan
· Ms NguyenThi ThanhVan
· Mr TruongVan Ba· Mr NguyenThe Vu (and his youngerbrotherMr NguyenThe Khicm)and
· Mr KhunmiSomsak

There is a widespreadand growingconcernhere in Australiathat their arrestand detentionis
merelyfor participatingin discussion(andpublishinginfonnation)pertainingto democratic
values.

If this is indeedthe reasonfor their detentionthen it wouldappearto be a clearviolationof
the UniversalDeclarationof HumanRights.

Such incidentsdo notcontributeto a positiveinternationalimageofVietl1ambut to the
contraryfuel concernthat widespreadviolationsof democraticandhumanrightspersist.The
releaseof thedetainedpersonsreferredto abovewould,I believe,conbibute to a more
posWveimageof Vietnamin Australiaand elsewhere.
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