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REP. SANCHEZ CONDEMNS THE TRIAL OF SEVEN LAND RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 
 California Official Urges the Communist Regime to Respect Universal Rights

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez (CA-47), Co-Chair of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Vietnam today issued the following statement condemning the trial of seven 
land rights activists in the People’s Court of Ben Tre Province by the Communist Government of 
Vietnam.  Despite repeated calls from the U.S. and international communities, the Government 
of Vietnam has continued to deprive its citizens of basic civil and political liberties.  The seven 
land rights activists on trial include Pastor Duong Kim Khai, Ms. Tran Thi Thuy, Mr. Nguyen 
Thanh Tam, Mr. Pham Van Thong, Mr. Nguyen Chi Thanh, Ms. Pham Ngoc Hoa, and Mr. Cao 
Van Tinh.  

"The Government of Vietnam continues to persecute journalists, bloggers, and other individuals 
who speak out against human rights violations in their country.  Among them are the brave seven 
land rights activists who were charged under Penal Code Article 79 for advocating for their rights 
and helping other victims of corruption seek redress for lands illegally seized by the Communist 
government,” said Rep. Sanchez.  "The result of these trials is a worrisome sign that the Viet-
namese government is not committed to protecting human rights.  Vietnam will never gain the 
respect of the international community or its own people until it improves its abysmal human 
rights record.  The United States Congress is offering the government an opportunity to do so, by 
dropping the sham charges against seven Ben Tre land rights activists."

A grave miscarriage of justice, the trial of the seven activists lacked due process from beginning 
to end. Many of the activists experienced violence during the time of arrest.  In addition, defense 
lawyers of the seven activists were reportedly denied access to the defendants and documents re-
lating to their case.  Some of the seven activists were arrested simply due to their affiliation with 
Viet Tan, a prodemocracy political party when freedom of association is a fundamental right and 
should not be criminalized.  This is a serious violation of Vietnam’s own Criminal Procedure 
Code (Article 58 and 166) as well as a clear violation of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), which Vietnam is a signatory.  

Days before the trial, Rep. Sanchez lent her voice on a bi-partisan letter to Prime Minister Nguy-
en Tan Dung, calling for the dismissal of these subversion charges. The indictment, trial, and jail-
ing of these patriotic individuals call into question Vietnam’s treatment of its own citizens and its 
readiness to be a world player.  


